REMARKS 



The purpose of this Preliminary Amendment is to eliminate multiple dependent claims in 
order to avoid the additional fee. Applicants reserve the right to reintroduce claims to canceled 
combined subject matter. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached pages are captioned "Version With Markings to Show Changes 
Made". 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 

MILLEN, WHITE, ZELANO & BRANIGAN, P.C. 
Arlington Courthouse Plaza 1 
2200 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 1400 
Arlington, VA 22201 
Direct Dial: 703-812-5325 
Facsimile: 703-243-6410 
rWM:kmo Email: millen@mwzb.com 

Filed: 2 AUGUST 2002 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
Claims 4, 5, 7, 9 and 10 were amended as follows: 

4. (Amended^ P rocess according to one of claims wherein the reaction is conducted in 
atmospheric pressure. 

5. (Amended^ P rocess according to one of claims l-ta4, wherein the reaction is conducted at a 
temperature of 

-20 to 40°C. 

7. (Amended) Process according to one of claims l-ttr6, wherein the reaction is conducted at a 
pH from 7 to 9. 

9. (Amended) P rocess according to one of claims l-tcrS, wherein the reaction is conducted with 
an HCN/methyl ethyl ketone molar ratio of between 0.90 and 1 .10, in particular between 0.95 and 



10- (Amended) Process according to one of claims 1 to 9 , wherein the reaction is conducted for a 
period of 1 to 4 hours, in particular from 1 to 2 hours. 



1.05. 
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